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Tree preservation orders: a new vision? 
Abstract 
The purpose of this paper is to explore the history of tree preservations orders (TPOs) in New South 
Wales (NSW), Australia, commencing with early British legislation leading to a standard set of clauses set 
down by the NSW State Government. Until recently, TPOs provided a perfect example of slavishly 
following the British approach. The relevant sphere here is local government. The paper examines the 
original emphasis on the notion of amenity, which still prevails. It then moves on to opportunities for local 
government to embrace biodiversity conservation. It will be argued that the current statutory instrument 
that lays down the TPO provisions that councils must adhere to, demands revision. If the TPO is to serve 
as a worthwhile tool amongst a suite of conservation mechanisms, significant change to statutory 
instruments and policy is required. 
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